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LEED for Cities Program to Recognize Local Government Leadership in 
Sustainability Planning 
  
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
 
Anecdotally, hundreds of local governments have aligned local plans with the 
framework of LEED for Cities and its predecessor, the STAR Community Rating 
System, beginning with the CompleteLEE sustainability assessment in 2012. The rating 
system offers science-based targets, globally accepted standards and best practices 
that have been vetted by stakeholders and proven to move the needle on positive 
change in community conditions.  
 
This summer, the LEED for Cities program is commencing a first-ever Call for Plans to:  

• Expand our database of LEED for Cities aligned plans and associated best 
practices;  

• Connect with potential new certification prospects; and 
• Recognize local governments that are committing to continuous improvement 

through thoughtful, LEED for Cities aligned, long range and sustainability 
planning. 

 
Aligning Local Plans with LEED for Cities 
 
The LEED for Cities Planning Tool for Local Governments was published in 2020 to 
support local governments interested in plan alignment. The tool provides guidance on 
planning process best practices, as well as how to align with the framework, metrics and 
strategies. Additionally, a planning guide was developed for STAR that delivered case 
study examples from 10 local governments. The link to this publication, Using the STAR 
Community Rating System to Integrate Sustainability into Community Planning Efforts, 
is on the following page. Note that this guide is in the process of being updated for 
LEED for Cities and will release later this summer.  
 
In order for a plan to be recognized by USGBC’s LEED for Cities program, the plan 
must be aligned with the framework and content of LEED v4.1 for Existing Cities and 
demonstrate leadership in planning best practice. For example, plans should follow an 
inclusive public process and have an integrated approach that considers implications to 
social equity. Best practices in planning are found in our planning tool and are listed 
below: 
 
Systems-
Based Plan 

Adopt a systems-based comprehensive plan that establishes a clear 
vision for the future, concretely addresses subjects in all LEED for 
Cities categories, identifies performance measures and strategies 



 

that will enable the city or community to achieve its goals, provides a 
clear process for implementation and includes regular reporting on 
progress.  

Inclusive 
Public Process 

Meaningfully engage all segments of the community throughout the 
development process to ensure that the plan and its implementation 
strategies accurately and authentically reflect the community's vision, 
values and priorities. 

Integrated 
Approach 

Consider the interconnections between equity, health, nature, 
resilience, community, environment, economy and built systems, as 
well as the community's regional context.  

Informed 
Strategies 

Understand trends and conditions (current and future) based on 
qualitative and quantitative data and use that understanding to set 
tangible short, medium and long-term goals and actions. Consider 
contingencies to pursue in the event of unanticipated and/or 
catastrophic events. 

Organized to 
Act 

Implementation strategy involves clear, robust actions and 
commitment of resources to execute the plan's recommended 
strategies. 

Implementation 
Accountability 

Report progress, continuously engage the public and community 
stakeholders, and establish a transparent process for adjusting 
strategies and targets, as necessary. 

 
References:  
 
Lee County, Florida’s CompleteLEE sustainability assessment 
https://www.en-site.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Sustainability-Assessment-Full-
Assessment-2-1.pdf 
 
LEED for Cities Planning Tool 
https://www.usgbc.org/resources/aligning-sustainability-plans-leed-cities-and-
communities  
 
Using the STAR Community Rating System to Integrate Sustainability into Community 
Planning Efforts (referred to as the Planning Guide) 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/a8qmeg8zwjz656m/STAR%20Communities_Planning%20G
uide.pdf?dl=0 
  



 

APPLICATION AND INSTRUCTIONS 
 
The LEED for Cities program at USGBC is issuing a “Call for Plans” to collect, review 
and recognize sustainability and/or comprehensive plans that are aligned with LEED 
v4.1 for Existing Cities.  
 
In this first year of the recognition program, we will review plans for their alignment with 
the LEED for Cities framework and their adherence to Best Practices in Planning 
Process. Local governments can review the guidelines in the LEED for Cities Planning 
Tool for Local Governments. The link to the tool is on the previous page. 
 
To submit your local government’s plan, please provide the following information.  
 
Please provide the following background information on the applicant city, town or 
county:  

• Name of jurisdiction:  

• Population (year):  
• Land area (acres):     

• Highest ranking elected official (name and title): 

• Primary contact for application:     
o Name and title: 
o Email address: 
o Phone number: 
o Mailing address: 

• Jurisdiction’s website and any relevant social media pages: 

• Link to plan: 

• Narrative description of alignment with LEED v4.1 for Existing Cities  

• Narrative description of adherence to the Best Practices in Planning Process  
• Completed Framework worksheet checklist indicating alignment with overall 

categories and content areas of LEED v4.1 for Existing Cities (note: the 
Framework worksheet is located within the LEED for Cities Planning Tool for 
Local Governments) 

 
For recognition, plans must be adopted within the 2019, 2020 and 2021 calendar years. 
Applications are due by 5pm EDT on Friday August 27, 2021. Submit the application to 
cities@usgbc.org with the subject line: Local Government Name_LFC Call for Plans. 
Plan recognition will occur around the Greenbuild 2021 activities.  


