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HAMPTON INN & SUITES, 
OWENSBORO-WATERFRONT
OWENSBORO, KENTUCKY

LEED ® Facts
Hampton Inn & Suites, 
Owensboro-Waterfront
Owensboro, Kentucky

LEED for Lodging
Certification awarded February 25, 2016

Certified                    47 points*

Sustainable Sites 16/26

Water Efficiency   7/10

Energy & Atmosphere               10/35

Materials & Resources           5/14

Indoor Environmental Quality 4/15

Innovation & Design                3/6

Regional Priorty                2/4

*Out of a possible 110 points

The information provided is based on that stated in the LEED® project certifica-
tion submittals. USGBC and Chapters do not warrant or represent the accuracy of 
this information.  Each building’s actual performance is based on its unique design, 
construction, operation, and maintenance. Energy efficiency and sustainable results 
will vary.

1st                                   
new build LEED hotel in Kentucky

installation of Geothermal  
within support pylons of hotel

Recycle all toiletries and send to    
   underdeveloped countries



www.usgbckentucky.org
888-KY-USGBC© 2016 U.S. Green Building Council.

Architect:  LLW
Civil Engineer: Bryant Engineering
Commissioning Agent: HESM&A
General Contractor: The Malcolm Bryant Corporation
LEED Consultant:  HESM&A
Lighting Designer: LLW
MEP Engineer: LLW
Structural Engineer: LLW 
Project Size:  7 stories, 150 rooms 
Construction Cost: $25 million

Photographs Courtesy of:  Hampton Inn & Suites,  
 Owensboro−Waterfront

PROJECT BACKGROUND
In 2012, Malcolm Bryant, president of The Malcolm Bryant Corporation, had a plan to build a 
special kind of hotel on Owensboro’s waterfront, near an area undergoing a generational 
revitalization. It couldn’t be an average hotel; it had to be sustainable and something to make 
Kentucky’s citizens proud. 

Bryant’s Hampton Inn & Suites-Waterfront (by Hilton), which opened on January 31, 2014,  
is located beside the Ohio River, adjacent to the Owensboro Convention Center and  
Smothers Park, with its fountains and amazing children’s playground. The hotel is near  
many cultural attractions, such as the Riverpark Center, International Bluegrass Music 
Museum and Museum of Science and History. What is special and unique about the Hampton 
Inn is not simply what it is near, but that it is the first new construction LEED-certified hotel  
in Kentucky. 

Building a hotel with 150 guest rooms, including 48 suites, is a huge undertaking, and yet the 
hotel also offers a restaurant, boutique, spa with hair salon, indoor pool and whirlpool, 
spacious fitness center, business center and meeting facilities. “Sometimes you have to ignore 
the financial side and do what is right,” Bryant says. “We have a green wall where our LEED 
plaque and the sustainable and green features display are located. Schools and other groups 
tour the hotel, and many people take the time to read this information.”

STRATEGIES AND RESULTS 
During the construction phase of the hotel, waste products were recycled, beginning with 
asphalt removal. Local products and products made with recycled materials were used as 
much as possible throughout the hotel. The geothermal heating and cooling system was 
installed in pilings, making Bryant’s Hampton Inn & Suites the first hotel in the U.S.  to do so. 
The geothermal system is highly efficient, increasing energy efficiency ratings by 400-500 
percent, and payback is 10 to 12 years.

Utilities are a large expense for hotels, which operate 24 hours, 7 days a week.  To save on 
energy laundry is washed in cold water, except for stained linens. The elevator generates 
electricity as it descends. Solar power provides another environmentally positive feature — 
heating the hotel’s indoor pool and whirlpool.  This is expected to have about a seven-year 
payback. To encourage and accommodate the use of electric vehicles, the hotel provides a 
charging station, which is free for guests. 

The building uses: low-flow toilets and other sustainable plumbing fixtures; low-emitting 
materials in sealants, paints, flooring, and lighting; tiles and carpets made of recycled 
materials; and motion sensor HVAC and lighting, and LED lights. There is a 100% outdoor 
air exchange every 30 minutes. Thin brick and stone masonry, which requires less energy to 
produce, was used on the exterior. 

The majority of the roof is reflective, with the exception of several vegetative green roof areas 
which serve to conserve energy consumption and help divert storm water from the drainage 
system. The landscaping around the hotel consists of drought-resistant and native plants that 
require no irrigation. 

The Hampton Inn & Suites employs a green cleaning program and purchases recycled 
products. The hotel also participates in the Clean the World Foundation, a program that 
recycles all unused soap and shampoo products discarded daily by the hospitality industry. 
These items are distributed to homeless people in the U.S., and some are sent to the poor in 
other nations, helping to prevent millions of deaths caused by hygiene-related illnesses.  

HAMPTON INN & SUITES, OWENSBORO-WATERFRONT

Upscale and Eco-friendly Hospitality 
Hotel Appeals to New Markets with Innovation and Heart

“We are committed to do our 
developments extremely well or 
not waste the time or money. This 
attracts a very high quality team 
member and appreciative guest. 
This was a great test of our curiosity 
to match the interest in our Earth’s 
future and at the sometime be 
economically sound as it certainly is 
not sustainable to go broke.” 
Malcolm Bryant, Owner, Hampton Inn & Suites 
Owensboro–Waterfront

ABOUT KENTUCKY USGBC
As a non-profit, volunteer organization comprised 
of organizational and individual members, our goal 
is to improve the health and welfare of all Kentucky 
citizens through a sustainable and responsible built 
environment.  Through education and awareness 
we encourage the use of sustainable practices that 
provide our residents with a healthy environment 
in which to live, work and learn.
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